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{Abstract)

The purposes of this study are to classify housewives based on their perception of
benefits sought of preschool child education commodity and to identify the
characteristics of each type. For empirical analysis, the data for this study were
collected from 400 full-time housewives with preschool child living in Seoul. The
statistical methods adopted for data analysis are cluster analysis, one-way ANOVA,
Duncan's multiple range test and discriminant analysis.

The major findings of this study are as follows :

First, four housewives’ types can be categorized by the level of those 3 dimensions.
The name for the types was given as ‘sticking to one’s belief type’, ‘taking
importance to early stimulation type’ ‘conforming to and imitating others type’, and
‘believing blindly in education commodity type’.

Second, the result of discriminant analysis shows that ‘housewives’ education level
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and their education-related values’ element was the most crucial in classifying the
housewives, and ‘considering child’s characteristics and educational home environment’

element was the next.

The results of this study suggest several implications for the education of parents
with preschool child. Parents’ education programs differentiated by the objects and the
problems should be developed ; which are suitable for each housewives’ type.
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