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Abstract

Due to the popularization of fashion, it is important for consumers to find out under what kinds of
reasons consumers choose and prefer the clothing products as consumers are interested in clothing and
have variety of their styles to choose. This study is to classify the self-image of the middle-aged women
and examine the characteristics of each group and also to inquire into the evaluation of clothing by each
group. Data are collected through a self-administered questionnaire survey from 4 to October 31, 2005
from 350 middle-aged women in Daegu; 275 are used for the data analysis. Data analysis is performed
using SPSS Package, which included cluster analysis, factor analysis, ANOVA, Duncan's multiple range
test, and chi-square test. The results are as follows:

1. As a result of factor analysis of self-image, the five factors which are intelligent image, social image,
fashionable image, female image, bold image are extracted. Besides, as a result of cluster analysis, the
three types which are female-type, neuter-type, male-type are classified.

2. The middle-aged women regard the classic style as their best stylé for outgoing and then they like the
casual style, elegant style, dramatic style in order.

3. As a result of factor analysis for clothing image, the four factors which are dignity, attraction,
simplicity activity are extracted.

4. According to self-image types, there are differences for clothing image and preferring clothing styles.
While female-type groups choose the elegant style, neuter-type groups regard the classic style as their best
style and male-type groups regard the casual style as their best style. In case of daring style, the preference
shows the lowest among all the types unrelated to self-image types.
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