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The Transformation of Alternative Public Sphere and its
Motive in Korea

Eun—Gyoo Kim

Lecturer / Researcher

(Communication & Culture Research Institute, Chung-Ang University)

The concept of alternative sphere is terminologically various; resistance
media, counter media, minjung media, grassroots media, underground media,
alternative media, civic media, etc. Each terminology reflect the feature of
times and the emphasis of advocator. This article explore the transformation
of alternative public sphere and its motive in Korea. In a world, Kotea’s
alternative public sphere has changed as following: resistance media and lib-
erty media in 70°, counter media and minjung media in 80’, alternative
media in 90°, and alternative media and civic media in 2000’. The motive
of transformation is basically the expansion of civil society and extension
of social movement in Korea. As social movement’s character has changed,
the feature of alternative public sphere has also changed. Minjung movement
played key role of social movement in 1980°, the alternative public sphere
characterized as minjung media or counter media which was based on working
class consciousness. After this, According as civil movement have initiative
of social movement, the character of alternative public sphere changed by
alternative media and civic media. Besides, this article argue that the alter-
native public sphere of Korea has changed dialectically with social movement.

Key words : Alternative Public sphere, Liberty Media, Resistance Media, Counter
Media, Minjung Media, Alternative Media, Civic Media



