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A Comparative Study on the Houses of Richard Meier and Mario Botta
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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to compare the houses of Richard Meier and those of Mario Botta to identify the features of
their houses. To identify the features of their houses through comparison, it was most important to understand the influences

of their masters on them. Based on the lessons they.learned from their masters, their houses were compared and analyzed. The

findings were as follows.

First, both their houses illustrated the principle and language of Le Corbuiser. They extended the principle and language of
Le Corbuiser with their own thoughts and ideas and applied those to their houses. Second, the difference between their houses
arose from the influence of Louis Kahn and Carlo Scarpa on Botta and the influence of Mies van der Roeh on Meier. Botta
who was taught by Kahn and Scarpa was able to develop his expressive and heavy style of brick house, while Meier who
was influenced from Mies was distinguished for his cold, transparent, sleek and contemporary style of house. Third, they both
showed outstanding abilities to integrate the principles and languages of their masters in their own creative ways, when
developing their own styles of houses. While Volume of Corbuiser, skills and languages of Kahn and Scarpa were put together
in Botta's house, the Corbuiser’s feature of sectional variety and the Mies’ feature of sleek and transparency were overlapped
in Meier's house. Fourth, while new expression shown in Botta's house was achieved in the process of integrating the

languages of Kahn and Scarpa, new expression shown in Meier's house was created mostly in the process of taking and

applying materials and languages from contemporary times.
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