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The Academic Trends and Perspectives of the Ancient
Mogari Ritual Ceremony in Japan

Kang, Yun-seok

Mogari is an ancient Japanese ritual ceremony, part of a series of ceremonies which are
conducted from people’ s death to the time that they are buried in the tomb. Mogari has been
recorded in a number of historic documents, including TILBONSEOGI( H AZE#z) ;. Therefore, by
studying these documents, we can determine that Mogari was conducted from the 3rd century to
the 8th century. Archaeologists have discovered images of Mogari displayed in the arrangements of
Haniwa, engraved paintings, and decorated wall paintings.

In this paper, I especially examined the period of Mogari, the location and structure of the soul s
temporary house, and details about Mogari as described in ancient document records and
archaeological relics. The actual period of Mogari has been recorded very in different documents.
These documents do not correspond in spite of them being written in the time of the same Emperor.
One document record describes the Mogari' s house location as being outside of the house, while
further research has shown the location to be around the ancient tomb. According to the document’
s record, the structure of the soul s temporary house is so fragile that it can be cut by sword.
However, the house-shaped Haniwa or the decorated wall paintings show a very strong structure.
By studying the Mogari images in the Haniwa or the decorated wall paintings, we can see that the
Mogari ritual included forms of singing and dancing as well as an honoring the dead service.

There are strong similarities between ancient Korean and ancient Japanese ritual customs. As
such, even though this study is about the Japanese Mogari ritual, I expect that Korea' s ancient

ritual ceremony follows the same pattern.

(Key words) Mogari, ritual ceremony, soul’ s temporary house, Haniwa, decorated wall
painting
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