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A Study of Ring type Bits of the
Three Kingdoms Period

Lee, Sang yul

Ring type Bit([E]|Zz%# ) is a specific bit that an independent Wonhwan(ring, [B|%8) plays the role
of the bit stopper. In three-kingdom especially 6th century A.D., It was in fashion throughout the
southern part of the Korean Peninsula. The form is various according to the Wonhwan or
Ipmoon(37. /) but in the case of korea, a round shape Wonhwan without the Ipmoon was the main
current. Therefore It was a striking contrast to an aspect in Japan that the Ipmoon developed
diversely. '

The appearance of the Ring type Bit began at 6th 1/4 century A.D. in BaeckJae(H#) and
Gaya(finEF). It was transmited to SillaGH7#&) and Japan which It form new horse-culture with
existing Pyobi(8% %) and Panbi(+%#).

Through the Ham(#7), Insoo(5|F), Wonhwan and so on components and these linking methods,
We can look into the change of Ring type Bit. The case of each component, Ham changed
Samyeonsik( =3#3\) to Eyeonsik( & 3%), Insoo changed Ejosecon( _f5&##) to Iljoseon(—{E&#5)
and Wonhwan made greatly at the beginning but it became small. And these section of iron rod
changed circle type to square type.

The most remarkable change of Ring type Bit was linking methods of the these components. At
first, the type that had free ring(G#8) and Wonhwan hung on Ham-ouihwan(#7#}28) belonged to
Backjae and Gaya. But afterward 6th 2/4 century A.D. Backjae came to fast transformation as the
type without free ring, then this type occupied the main current.

Also Wonhwan made a feature of linking to Ham-ouihwan regardless of existing of free ring. On
the other hand, Gaya utilized more free ring within a certain period of time. Wonhwan linking to
Ham-ouihwan which apply the free ring more. Therefore Wonhwan that hung up Ham-ouihwan
hung on free ring, transformed occasionally to extent of maximal capacity of free ring, finally
adopted a new type that made free ring into Wonhwan. After that time, the type without free ring
was diffused throughout Gaya, It showed Backjae advance into Gaya in the end.

[key word] Ring type Bit([E15# ), free ring(;i218), Wonhwan(ring, [EI%), Backjae(®
), Gaya(/nHg)
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