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Fig. 1. (A) Preoperative photograph showing dark reddish discoloration of media side of great toe nail and round
dorsomedial discoloration of proximal phalanx skin. (B) Postoperative 6 month photograph following tar-
sometatarsal disarticulation showing no evidence of local recurrence of tumor.
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Fig. 2. Diagram showing biopsy sites during operation,
one site was obtained from nail bed and the other
one from discolored skin.
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melanin are seen within the tumor cells(H-E stain x 100). (B) The majority of tumor cells are epithelioid.
Bizarre giant tumor cells with pleomorphic nuclei and prominent nucleoli are seen(H-E stain x 100).
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Subungual Malignant Melanoma of Greater Toe
- Case Report -

Byung Cheol Kim, M.D., Chul Yong Jung, M.D., Sung Jong Choi, M .D.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Pusan Medical Center, Pusan, Korea

Malignant melanoma commonly occurs in skin and the incidences are uncommon. Especially,
the incidences of subungual melanoma is less than 2% of total numbers of melanoma, and most
of the cases tended to be misdiagnosed at first time. Thus, the prognoses are not good. We are
going to report our experiences of subungua melanoma and diagnostic criteria in great toe ini-
tially misdiagnosed as ingrowing nail with areview of the literature.

Key Words: Subungual melanoma, Diagnostic criteria
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