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A Proposal for Promotion of Research Activities by Analysis of KOSEF’s Basic Research Supports
in Life Sciences. Tae-Sun Min* Seong-Yong Kim', Soon-Yeong Cho?, Soon-Wook Jeong® and In-Kyu
Han', Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF), 180-1 Kajeong-dong, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon 305-350,
Korea, Korea lnstztute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources (KIGAM), 30 Kajeong-dong, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon
305-350, Korea, “College of Life Sciences, Kangnung National University, 120 Gangneung Daehangno, Gangneung
City, Gangwon Province 210-702, Kotea, *School of Advanced Materials & Systems Engmeermg, Kumoh National
Institute of Technology (KIT), 188, Shinpyung-dong, Gumi, Gyeongbuk 730-701, Korea, *College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences, Seoul National University, San 56-1, Korea - This research was conducted to make sugge-
stions for the promotion of research activities in the Life Sciences field, and we evaluated the research
funding trend and the present status of research funding offered by KOSEF in this field. Researchers
in this field have received more research funding from the group-based programme than from the
individual-based programme. Also, they have received less money (per project) than did researchers
in other Science and Technology fields. The portion of research funds given to the Medical Sciences
fields has markedly increased year by year, whereas the portion of funding given to the Agricultural
Sciences and Biological Sciences fields has decreased annually. To encourage research activities in the
Life Sciences field in Korea, the following actions and systems are required:1) formulation of a
mid-and a long-term research master plan, 2) development of a database on man power in related
fields, 3) activation of top-down research topics, and associated increase of individual research grants,
4) development of special national programs for basic researches in Life Sciences, 5) organization of a
committee for policy and planning within related societies, and 6) system development for fair

evaluation of the results of research activities.
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Annual trends of the number of research projects
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450

400 —&— Agricultural Sci. —— Biological Sci.
~ [ {—e— Medical Sci. —8— Life Sci.

350

30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
100

5.0

Life Sciences portions (%)

0.0 g le el el S S TN T ST TR SN WY U WY WA O X
N e

AU SRS S N SO - N G
Year
Fig. 1. Annual trends of the number of research projects
portion in the field of Life Sciences supported by
Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KO-
SEF).
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Fig. 2. Annual trends of the amounts of research grants
portion in the field of Life Sciences supported by
Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF).
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Number of research project in Life Sciences
by the type of programme
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Fig. 3. Types of research programme supported by KOSEF,
and the number of research project in the field of
Life Sciences.
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Fig. 4. Types of research programme supported by KO-
SEF, and the portion of research amounts in the
field of Life Sciences.
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