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ABSTRACT

Korean society became an ‘aging society’ in 2000 years with a population of 65 years and over
occupying 7.2% of the whole population. And we expect that a population of 65 years and over will
occupy 14.4% in 2019 years, so Korean society will enter into an ‘aged society’. Older adults can't
react correctly and rapidly to the disaster due to the decline of the physical function, therefore victims
of older adults due to the disaster will increase as much as aging proceeds. For reducing sacrifices of
older adults due to the disaster, I suggest that the propulsion of the disaster service policy for disaster
week people like older adults, the policy of minimizing casualties due to fires, reinforcement of fire
resources and enlargement of disaster services in rural communities, offering information about disas-
ter services and reinforcement of functions of public relations, making new connection systems (e.g.
educating welfare and post officials as volunteer fire officials), supplement of fire fighters, and the
policy of lightening fire equipments.
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Table 1. Trends in the number of households which older adults were in
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(A) (B) (B/A*100) e BRo AU EA 71e}
1990 11,354,540 1,821,942 16.0% 192,549 232,096 907,410 489,887
1995 12,958,181 2,182,187 16.8% 349,020 986,282 888,899 558,286
2000 14,311,807 2,695,208 18.8% 542,690 584,459 867,243 700,816
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Fig. 1. The occurrence conditions of the deaths due to home
fires by time zone, 1983-1987.
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Fig. 2. The difference in deaths of older adults due to home
fires by time zone and by the family conditions in the fire,
1983-1987.
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Table 2. The progress which reached deaths due to home fires by time zone, 1983-1987 (Japan, expect suicide by fire)
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= 7135 KUk 127 75 89 86 377
HICH Kol 3k 50 115 140 63 368
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7€t 230 133 141 152 656

A 1,275 779 875 881 3,810
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Table 4. Trends in non-leading- fire-officials of 40 years old and over, 2000~2004
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Fig. 3. Trends in whole deaths and unintentional deaths,
1983-2003.
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