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ABSTRACT

The following matters were confirmed through the analysis of casualties due to fires in Korea, Japan, and
the U.S. in this paper. 1. Korean statistics are not the most detailed of the three countries about casualties
due to fires, so we need to have detailed statistics of them on casualties more. 2. Korean deaths are the
lowest by 10-11 people due to fires per one million of population. Those of Japan are 15-17 and about 12
people in the U.S.; decreased about 2/3 only for a quarter of a century. 3. Korean deaths are on the decrease
about 1.5 people per 100 cases due to fires, 3.5 in Japan and 0.2-0.3 in the U.S. Likewise, Korean injuries
are on the decrease per 100 cases due to fires From 14.9 in 1977 to 5.1 in 2001 and 5.3 in 2002. In the
U.S., the figure was 1.0-1.6, but after the year 1994, it was 1.2 or so. It tends to some increase to 2.6-2.8
in Japan. Therefore, when fires are happened, the death probability is the highest in Japan and 15 times
higher than that of the U.S. The injury probability is the highest in Korea and 5 times higher than that of
the U.S. 4. Fire deaths rate is the highest ir. the U.S. about 80% due to home fires (including apartments)
among all deaths. Japan tends to decrease of 55%. Recently, in case of Korea, it is similar level to that of
Japan. 5. Korean aged people of 65 years old and over exceeded by 7% in 2000 and entered an aging soci-
ety, so it is time to investigate and take effect policies to reduce the death of the aged . Japan has ahead a
super-aged society that exceeds 20% of the people over the age 65, and many of them die of fire. Conse-
quently, Japan has taken effect policies to reduce deaths from 10 years or more than before. Therefore, it
is a good proposal to analyze the policies of Japan deeply and study introduction of them.
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Fig. 1. Trends in fire deaths and injuries in Korea, 1950-
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Fig. 5. Trends in deaths by fire cause, 1981-2003.
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Fig. 6. Trends in injuries by fire cause, 1981-2003.
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Fig. 8. Trends in fire injuries by age group, 2002-2003.
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Fig. 9. Trends in deaths in building fires and home fires,
1990-2003.
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Fig. 13. Trends in deaths by fire type, 1966-2002.
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Fig. 15. Trends in deaths in building fires, 1965-2002.
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Fig. 17. Annual average deaths by fire cause for 2000-2002.
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Fig. 18. Trends in fire deaths by death progress, 1978-2002.
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Table 1. The progress and the occurrence conditions which reached fire deaths by age group(annual average for 1998-2002)
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