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Sex Differences in Preference Style for Navigation Design
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Abstract This study aimed to understand the sex differences n cognitive behaviors mn website design and
demonstrate a pracucal basis for utilizing these differences mnto more user-centered design concept,
Especially, we focused on the sex-different preference according to the information architecture of website
navigation, First, We mvestigated general differences between men and women in cognittve behaviors
through various literature studies, According to our mvestigation, men’s cognitive works generally tend to
follow a regular sequence and proceed step by step, On the other hand, women’s cognitive style 1s generally
characterized by random generaton and simultaneous progress, To examune that these differences can be
found i use of website navigation, we made an experniment in website design, We designed several test
websites that have same contents but different style of navigation structure, A simular number of men and
women were chosen for this test and they mmplemented given tasks, During the test, participants reported
their preference on each websites and their implementing time and number of errors were collected, Based
on the analysis of test data, 1t was possible to conclude that male participants’ preference for the navigation
with a narrow and deep information structure 1s relatively higher than female participants’ preference for the
same navigation On the other hand, female participants have a preference of the navigation with a broad
and swallow information structure. The result of study showed that there 1s a close correlation between the
sex differences in preference of navigation types and the general sex differences m cognittive behavior, This
finding can be used as a basis for designing the website navigation in which sex differences are reflected,
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