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Public Understanding of Cloning and Internet Ceffentlichkeit

Suh, Yi-Jong

ABSTRACT
This paper deals with public understanding of the stem cell cloning
discussed in the Internet, based upon the case study of public discourse
about Dr. Hwang's international publication of an advanced research of
Stem Cell in Korean context. Public understanding of the stem cell
cloning in Korea is characterized as follows: (1) it was defined as
therapeutic cloning, (2) it was legitimized as a national pride and a
potential vehicle for long-term economic pérformance, (3) ethical issues
were criticized by the exclusion of early embryo from human life and

the ubiquity of abortion in Korea.
Key Terms

public understanding of science, (ffentlichkeit in internet, embryonic
stem cell, bioethics, legitimization
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