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The Roof Construction Method of Urban Hanok
in Bukchon, Seoul |

Song, In ho
(Professor, School of Architecture and Architectural Engineering, University of Seoul)
Kim, Young Soo
(Ph.D candidate, School of Architecture and Architectural Engineering, University of Seoul)

Abstract

We have focused on the roof construction method of Urban Hanok in Bukchon, Seoul. The
Urban Hanok, urban traditional housing type, had been evolved in modern context from 1930's to
1960’s. We have confused Urban Hanok with traditional Hanok, because they have similar figures.
But Urban Hanok have the characteristics as a result of the roof construction method. The
purpose of this paper is to define Urban Hanok more concretely, thus we payed attention to the
roof structure, specially to the corner that each roof structure meets.

So we got some characteristics of the roof construction method of Urban Hanok in Bukchon.
First, the roof construction methods of the roof are transformed at the corner parts, where three
purlin structure and five purlin structure meet. The collision of the different roof structure has
made a lot of types. Second, the roof slope of Urban Hanok is more gentle than traditional
Hanok, that is caused by ornamental double eaves and awnings. Finally these characteristics are
results of the compact lot size in urban neighborhood.

The construction method is a inclusive word that contain materials, composition, ornament and
social common sense. With the understanding on the roof construction method of Urban Hanok,
we can define the identity and the value of Urban Hanok, And we can suggest the policy and the
design guidelines for the reservation and rehabilitation for Urban Hanok of Bukchon, Seoul.

Keywords : Urban Hanok, Bukchon, The roof construction method, three purlin structure and five
purlin structure
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