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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the effects of mothers’ self-efficacy, parenting behaviors, and children’s achievement
motivation on children’s self-efficacy. Subjects were 591 fifth- and sixth-graders and their mothers in Busan. Statistics and methods
used for data analysis were Cronbach’s alpha, Pearson’s correlation, Multiple Regression, and Path Analysis.

Several major findings of this study were as follows: 1) Any difference was not found by sex in children’s general and total
self-efficacy. Girls' social efficacy, however, was higher than boys’. 2) Achievement motivation had a direct positive effect and was
the first positive contribution factor to the self-efficacy of both sexes. 3) On boys’ self-efficacy, mothers’ own had an indirect
positive effect through achievement motivation, and their parental role efficacy had a positive effect, direct or indirect, through
their affective parenting behaviors and the boys’ achievement motivation; also mothers’ affective parenting behaviors had an
indirect positive effect through achievement motivation, and their controlling parenting had a direct negative effect. 4) On girls’
self-efficacy, mothers’ own had a direct positive effect, and their parental role efficacy had an indirect positive effect through their
affective and controlling parenting behaviors and the girls’ achievement motivation; also mothers’ affective parenting behaviors
had a positive effect, direct or indirect, through achievement motivation, and the controlling parenting had a negative effect, direct
or indirect.

Key Words : self-efficacy, mothers’ parenting behaviors, achievernent motivation.
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