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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to see how Korean American people use and negotiate appearance in the
US. 22 Korean American women at the age of 20s to 50s were interviewed and the verbatim texts from
the interviews were interpreted. Discourses on appearance style followed by consumer stories such as
American vs. Korean culture, gender, class, generation as well as personal background were recorded. The
results of this study revealed that Korean Americans had diverse interpretations about their appearance and
styling to fit the condition of their everyday lives. Korean immigrants did not simply assimilate dominant
culture over time but maintained transcultural identities depending on contexts. This study showed that
researches dealing with cultural variables could have more insights about personal experiences and social
meaning processes through interpretative approach.
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(Helen) “My hus also likes nice clothes. He wants Hugo
Boss clothes, Calvin Klein. Well, he is Korean,
too. He cares more about what he wears. So
all his clothes, pants, shirts, are taken to the
cleaner's and ironed. His colleagues wear
khaki pants, which are not ironed, just from
the wash machine.”

(Susan) “My brother's wife was born in Korea and grew
up in London. Her parents are in Korea. Her
appearance is not really different from mine.
But when she goes shopping, she definitely
likes to look at the namebrands.”

(Cherry) “I think there is a big difference between Korean
and American friends' style. Korean girls like
dress very well. They use lots of make-up and
they dress very similar each other like black
pants, black shirts or black coats. But Americans
here, they wear sweater, jeans, lots of different

color. I'm more similar to my American friends.”
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(Daniel) “My sister is very western & Americanized
because she married with Caucasian even
though she is older than I..so she had more
Korean influence but married with Caucasian
and she became completely white. And I
married with Korean American and I have to
deal with more Korean American in-laws. So 1
become more and more Korean. We eat more
Korean foods, so we are very different...She is
probably more stylish and more assimilated.”
(Nancy) “My sister got married with a Korean American
who can understand but can't really talk in
Korean, definitely second generation.... People
do change. We did have same taste but I like to
wear in simple way while she likes to wear more
in fancy way.... So I could tell she became more
Americanized than I am now, more open, more
casual style, different.. I think fashion changes
according to age, influence, environment, social

groups, backgrounds, where you are.”
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(June) “He(Husband) doesn't like shopping but I like
shopping. Q52 A7Fe f32 £5 gor] 2
SRR B} 2ROk choice 7} oW W LpitR i
FUF &7 HH AR g5 o5
2 H.8. Sometimes my hus recommends some
clothes for me. But I don't believe. He is
definitely engineer... FHl g 1Jte o YH
o] XA otz a4 BB, o]o|7 1} 4

2 k=] A oJMriiy A ol
Roff glof2”

(Daniel) “My husband, Jim, has a better eye for style
and fashion than 1 do. All the time I looked
him to tell me what I should wear. He is very
patient, goes shopping with me, waiting and
giving advice for my selection either good in
pattern or style. And he likes to shop for
himself.”

(Sandy) “oHl FH) = 7} FapFe A T 497,
e SHHE FEHE Fo] golR B £3F
13}%’Z z2) 2 A RE g OHEW
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(Cherry) “My brother likes 1o wear very expensive
clothes like DKNY, Banana Republic, Armani
E/X. I like brandname too but I don't buy too
expensive clothes. He picks his clothes by
himself.”
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(Susan) “My hus is very sensitive, not just for the
clothing, but he is sensitive. Korean males
don't express themselves. However, Americans
don't have any problem with expressing
themselves. When he notices a new thing to
me, he express like, 'Oh, that's nice'. And he
buys me a few clothes though half of them I
have to return, ha-ha, or exchange. He buys
for me sweaters, skirts, jackets, shoes. I love

shoes, so he buys shoes. I have tons of shoes.”
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(Helen) “For me, I like to wear clothes from Gap. For
dressy clothes,
clothes. 1 like St. John, Donna Karen, Michael
I used to buy Claud Montana, that is

I like expensive designer's

Kors...
not a normal people's wear, not a classic
wear, clothes for the moment.”

(June)

“I like just regular moderate clothes like

Banana Republic, J. Crew, Nordstroms. I like
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Baby Gap, Jacadi (prestige brand for kids)
and Polo Kids.”
(Maggy) “#= HoteF & FopfQ 23047 10 ¥
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(Daniel) “I like Ann Taylor, because of it's firm fitting but
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1 feel that it's overpriced and the quality is not

that good. The quality of Nordstrom's is much

better than Ann Taylor if the prices are same.”
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(Helen) “My sister is not married, so she cares much
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more about what she looks like than I do. 1
like more classic clothes. But when I was
young before I got married, I liked clothes of
the moment.”
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(Amy) “I don't think there is trend difference between
ethnicity, African American and white, because
back to my high school, I used to wear baggy
pants. [ think personality, or personal view on
what is the fashion at that time(is impor-
tant).....Now I believe in modesty. So, I was just
more covering of...”
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(Daniel) “I feel like that I'm a late boomer. I just came
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to my own as who I am, my own person, as a
woman, a kind of maturity. For the clothes,
now I can control, know what's good, what's
not... { was always happy with my height, petti
(size), thin. I was always grateful about that. 1
saw my white counterpart were getting chubby
and overweighting. I was always grateful for
my Asian blood that made me be able to stay
thinner than the other.”

(une) “After I got to college, I became more intimate
with Korean friends. I think naturally you just
have a certain bond with Korean people,
language, culture, & better understanding...Lots
of Korean Americans have Korean friends after
they went to college. When Koreans go to
college, we think ‘Oh, this is it” You feel
comfortable. feel like to find identity, not
embarrassed any more.”
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(Stella) “Especially you take cues how they dress, what
they carry. Everyone carries Coaches, brief
case, I still love Coach (which is) nothing
fashy, very conservative. We want to be taken
seriously. Again, the place is conservative. We
were mentorized conservatively. Even in suit
and stuff, you didn't see anything two colors,
eye touching...very subdued, dark colored. We
didn't wear pant suit often. It was almost

always skirt suit.”
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