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Research on the Actual Condition of Dental Qutpatient Prescriptions

Su-Mi Choi
Department of Dental Hygiene, Dongnam Health Science College, Suwon-shi, Gyeonggi-do 440-714, Korea

ABSTRACT This study investigated the medicines prescribed in dental services in order to provide information and
materials on dental clinics and hospitals, for the intention of leading the dental circle to make efforts for voluntary
improvement, do adequate prescription, and attempt for bench marking through this unfolding of their tendency in
continuous prescription behaviors, and leading the people to have a right recognition on adequate medicine use through
this information on their medicine-taking behaviors including antibiotics and injections. From the records of outpatient
prescriptions of medicines under health insurance over the period of June 1st to September 31th in 2003 in the 34,226
recuperation institutions, antibiotics and injections were analyzed into administration days, prescription frequency,
medicine cost per administration day, the number of medicines per prescription, and the number weight of high priced
medicines. The findings were as below:

1. Adminstration days of antibiotics was 90.11% in the dental clinics, which was a decrease than the same quarter and
the previous quarter of the previous year. While the prescription frequency of antibiotics was 15.5%, higher than the same
quarter and the previous quarter of the previous year. In dental hospitals, administration days and prescription frequency
of antibiotics were 71.57% and 21.05%, respectively, a little higher than the previous quarter. Compared to other kind of
recuperation institutions, dental clinics and hospitals had higher administration days and lower prescription frequency.

2. For injections, adminstration days and prescription frequency in dental clinics were 0.13% and 0.05%, respectively,
which were decreases than the same quarter of the previous year. In dental hospitals, adminstration days and prescription
frequency were 1.03% and 0.88%, respectively, a little lower than those of the previous quarter. Compared to other kind
of recuperation institutions, dental clinics and hospitals were very lower in injection administration days and injection
prescription frequency.

3. The number of prescribed medicines was 2.79 in the dental clinics, which was lower than the same quarter of the
previous year but higher than the previous quarter. Dental hospitals put 2.67 numbers of medicines per prescription, an
increase than the same quarter of the previous year and the previous quarter. Compared to other kind of recuperation
institutions, dental clinics and hospitals put smaller number of medicines per prescription.

4. Medicine cost per administration day was 863 won in the dental clinics, which was an increase than the same quarter
of the previous year and in the previous quarter. Compared to other kind of recuperation institutions, dental clinics and
hospitals had lower medicine cost per administration day.

5. The number weight of high priced medicines was 46.43% in dental clinics, which was an increase than the previous
quarter. In dental hospitals, it was 54.05%, so remarkable an increase than the previous quarter. Compared to other kind
of hospitals and clinics, dental clinics and hospitals prescribed larger number of high priced medicines.

6. By districts, the frequency of antibiotics prescriptions was the highest in Kwanju and the lowest in Daejeon. The
frequency of injection prescriptions was high in all Youngnam districts as was in the second quarter, while low in all the
Metropolitan districts. There was a large variation in the prescription frequency to the districts, as the district of the
highest prescription frequency had more than 2 times larger frequency than the district of the lowest frequency. Medicine
cost per administration day was the highest in Ulsan but the lowest in the north part of Cholla province. The number of
medicines per prescription was the largest in Kyonggi province while the smallest in Cheju-do.
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