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A comparative study on sex-consciousness and
sexual values between urban and rural elementary schoolers

Mi-Yeoung Nho - Yeoung-Soo Park’
Graduate School of Education, Korea National University of Education
Korea National University of Education”

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the sex-consciousness and sexual values of
school children by geographic region. It's specifically attempted to make a comparative
analysis of sex-consciousness and sexual values between urban and rural elementary
schoolers to help provide efficient sex education for them to build the right sexual values.

The subjects in this study were 400 elementary schoolers in their sixth year of
elementary schools located in Danyang-gun and Chungju city, north Chungcheong province.
After a survey was conducted, answer sheets from 387 students that were analyzable were
analyzed.

For data handling, SPSS program was employed, and t-test was utilized to see if there’s
any differences between the urban and rural elementary school youngsters in sex-
consciousness and sexual values. And ° test was used to make a comparative analysis of
their view of sex education.

The findings of the study were as follows :

First, regarding sex-consciousness, they had general knowledge on sex. Especially, they
were highly aware of sexual violence and the generation of baby, but many of them didn’t
know about where and how egg cells were produced. This indicated that systematic
education should be offered in various ways. Concerning geographic gap, there was a
significant difference in sexual knowledge between the urban and rural students.

As to sexual attitude, they took a relatively positive attitude toward display of affection
or sex-related talk on TV or in movies, as they viewed it as natural. This finding implied
that the elementary schoolers were recipient toward sex and took an active attitude toward
sexual expressions. Concerning geographic gap, there was no difference between the rural
and urban students.

As for sexual practices, the largest group of the students had a liking for the opposite
sex, which showed that their needs for sex were unveiled in the course of having some
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trouble due to the other sex rather than through firsthand experiences or activities. As to
geographic gap, there was a significant difference between the urban and rural students in
that regard. Besides, the urban students put their sex-consciousness in practice more often
than the rural students did. After they are educated to build the right sexual values,
systematic sex-education programs should also be offered for them to be exposed to
sustained sex education and to learn how to apply their sex-consciousness to real life.

Second, as for sexual values, the school children had relatively positive and egualitarian
sexual values. Regarding geographic gap, there were significant gaps between the two
groups’ view of the opposite sex, sexual roles and chastity. Conceming view of the
opposite sex, they attached more importance to the inner aspects of the opposite sex than
his or her look, and they wanted to date in a natural manner. Regarding sexual roles, they
were relatively well cognizant of gender equity and the importance of male and female
roles. As to view of chastity, they looked upon sex as natural, not as what's ugly or
ashamed of.

Third, concerning their outlook on sex education, approximately more than half the
students felt the needs for sex education, and there was a significant difference between
the urban and rural students. They wanted to receive education about the prevention of
sexual violence and physical changes during puberty the most, and there was a significant
gap between the urban and rural students in this aspect. As to the time for sex education,
they thought that students should start to be exposed to sex education in their fifth or
sixth year. This finding signified that fifth or sixth graders who were in the beginning of
puberty started to have a lot of interest in their own physical changes. Therefore, sex
education would produce better effects when it’'s provided to fifth or sixth graders. Nearly
half them preferred single-gender class when they received sex education, and there’s no
gap between the urban and rural students in that regard.
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<X 21> Aduse QA
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N % N % N % ()
& gasict 43 21.8 42 22.1 85 22.0
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A 197 100.0 190 100.0 387 100.0
*p<.05
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N % N % N %
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$q g ok 38 19.3 22 11.6 60 15.5
A#AGITH 62 32.0 73 37.9 135 35.2
Al 197 100.0 190 100.0 387 100.0
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