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A Study on the Expressive Characteristics in Verner Panton s Chair Design
- Focused on chairs designed from 1955 to 1970 -

ZAL° [ Kim, Jinwoo

Abstract

The Danish furniture designer, Verner Panton’s work is comprised of the appreciation and application of the traditional
material-wood, which is peculiar to the Danish modernism and its distinctive and unique expressive characteristics. Well known
for the application of a wide range of high-tech material accompanied by the bold and primary color used his work, the
purpose of this study is to draw the expressive characteristics apparent in his work by analyzing the origin, background and
case study of his design.

The origin including the background of Verner Panton’s design is based on the identity of the Danish Modernism and
international design trend, which is revolved around the pop culture and is under the direct influence of Martin Johansen and
Poul Henningsen. In order to understand the expressive characteristics found in the Vemer Panton’s chair design, a case study
was conducted from 1955 where his debut piece of work, Cone chair was premiered at the Fredericia furniture Fair up through
1970 where Visiona 2 project was presented at the Koln International furniture fair. As a result, the total of 41 chair designs
was analyzed by the following four criteria: form, finishing, functionality, and structure.

According to the result of the analysis, the design by Verner Panton was based on the experiment of the organic form, his
tendency to the pop culture, the concept of space, mobility, simplicity, and sensible creativity of space.

Once criticized for being extemporary and consumptive, nevertheless, the outcome of Vemer Panton’s chairs not only
introduced the fresh new and positive ideas that have been mass-producing for over 40 years but also they keep on getting
upgraded in accordance with the development of material.
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