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A Study on the Personality Structure of Characters in the Spiriting Away
of Sen and Chihiro
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‘Abstract

The personality structure of animation characters is revealed as the characters’ roles and
behavioral patterns in the drama work as elements of sympathy with the audience. Therefore,
character creation is not simply limited to the invention of outward appearance. It must start
from understanding the importance of personality structure that leads the plot. Thus the present
study examined various personality structures retained in characters, centering on The Spiriting
Away Of Sen And Chihiro by director Hayao Miyazaki, who has created unique characters. As
parts of this research, first, the general characteristics of animation characters were defined.
Second, personality types were examined from Carl G. Jung’s psychological viewpoint. Analysis
was made by connecting the method of classifying personality types based on the multiplicity
of personality, namely, 'extroversion and introversion, intuition and sense, thinking and feeling,
and judgment and understanding’ to the method of classification based on the organic relations
among roles in the drama, namely, 'victim, persecutor and savior.” Lastly, the research
viewpoint derived from the analysis of characters in The Spiriting Away Of Sen And Chihiro
was applied. The present study defined the general characteristic revealed by the personality
types of characters and their organic relations as ‘the personality structure of characters’ and
documented data. In addition, this study is regarded as meaning in that it suggested an example
of the effective creation of animation characters that win the sympathy of the audience.
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