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A Study on the Characteristics and the Types of Encirclement Space applied to

the Women's Hospital in the City

IR R

Kim, kyu—Sung

Abstract

Recently the number of women’s hospitals of a small scale are increasing in seoul and the other cities although the

surroundings of these sites are so inferior. Those hospitals need the space of comfort as like family home. This study

suggests that the encirclement space is one of the design methods to make comfort to patients. The encirclement is the form

of hugging a baby to a mother’s arms. Analysing six woman hospitals, encirclement space is categorized about the six types

of square, open square, right-angled, linear, dispersed, etc. The characteristics of “right-angled” is featured as the form of L,

and “square” type is characterized as the relationship of functional circulation among doctors, nurses and patients. And all

types are organized as the relationship between the encirclement space and the enclosed space about how the functional space

and the comfort space are made up. The properties of encirclement space are appeared by the interactions about function,

circulation, sight, form, access, recognition through transparent, three-dimensional experience, etc. Encirclement space is

recommended as a vital factor to make comfort space for designing women'’s hospital in city.
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