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Kim, Yun-Jeong (2005). The effects of collocational competence on
college students’ English proficiency and writing abilities. English
Language & Literature Teaching,, 11(4), 189-208.

The purpose of this study is to investigate knowledge and use of
English collocations in their relation to Korean college students’ general
English proficiency and writing abilities. Participants in the present
study were 203 Korean college students. Their knowledge and use of
English collocations were measured by a self-designed collocation test
and an essay writing test. The findings were as follows: First, there
was a significant difference in students’ knowledge of collocations
according to their general English proficiency. Students’ performance in
the collocation test increased as their level of proficiency increased.
Second, there was a significant difference in students’ knowledge of
collocations according to their writing abilities. Students showed better
performance in the collocation test as their level of writing abilities
increased. Third, there was a significant difference in students’ use of
collocations according to their writing abilities. Students’ collocation use
in the writing test increased as their level of writing abilities increased.
Fourth, there was a strong relationship between the students’
knowledge of collocations and their general English proficiency and
between the students’ use of collocations and their writing abilities.
Pedagogical implications of the study and suggestions for further
research were discussed on the basis of the research findings.
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< Collocation Test >

S8 50 dAgNEdUY. 4 £ &9 ¥E F fof Hglo] ¥
Z 31 %] (acceptable) -7 & 1%/ (unacceptable) S #H3ste]l g == W%k
of vIEE shAla. weF BHAsithA Hizte] HAdt §F Hols 2A Q.

o FAF + HAL
* [ didn’'t do my homework. A4 O F44 )

4 (
* It's time to eat your medicine. [] %4 F44 ( take )
(1) A + A}

. Let's play bowling. [ A& F214 (

)
. I have to solve this stress. [J A& [ #&4d ( )

2

. Susan wants to lose weight. [ A& [ %
. I want to open a bank account. [1 &4 [ ¥&4d ( )

1
2
3
4
5. Will you take the phone for me? [ A& [ ¥84d ()
6
7
8
9

. To say the truth is very difficult. [J 2 [ #84d ()

. It is difficult to break a bad habit. [ A2 [ ¥44d ( )

. If you do a crime, you should go to jail. [1 A4 [ #&4d ()

. How can I get free access to the library? [1 A2 O 44 ()
10. They told the cab driver to have the change. (184 (%84 ()
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(2) F&AL + HAL

11. I like strong coffee. () 944 O #4544 ()
12. I have a bad headache. [] A4 [ ¥44d ( )

13. He speaks in broken English. [J A4 O ¥44d ( )

14. Eric and Bob are much drinkers. [ &4 [ ¥44 ()
15. You are making a large mistake. [] A& [ 44 ()
16. She was robbed in bright daylight. (] A4 [ #44 ( )
17. T can’t speak. I've got a sore throat. [1 &4 [ #&4 ()
18. He has a firing ambition to be a doctor. [] 24 [ ¥24
19. Great rain has been forecast for Sunday. (] 4 [J 44
20. Millions of stars are invisible to the bare eve. (J4d %44 ()
(3) HAL + AL

21. I saw the sun fall in the west. [] 2" [ 254 ( )

22. Does school open at 8 o’clock? [J A4 [ 44 (
23. 1 felt the bee bite my right hand. [J 24 O ¥82
24. My passport will end in a month. [J A4 2A4
25. The shock had made my heart beat faster. (184 1%

26. An active volcano may explode at any time. (182 (5844 ()
27. The temperature will drop below freezing tonight.[ 144 %
28. If prices increase further, the farmers will starve.[ ]2

29.Two results tell that there is no cause for concern.[ 1A% A4 (
30.Major economic changes will occur in a short time.[ 1A 2[J%44d ()
(4) A} + FEAL

31L. This is terribly important. [J A& [0 44 ()

32. She is completely beautiful. [ 24 [ 44 ( )

33. The staff is highly experienced. [ 24 [ ¥44d ( )

34. John is deeply absorbed in his book. [] A& [ 44

—
N

)

35. Both options are strongly impossible. [1 2d [] §%%

A4 (
36. The written test was perfectly difficult. [1 & [] 84 ()

37. That flight is absolutely booked already. [] &4 [J #2844 ()
38. He was bitterly hurt in the car accident. [J] 24 [J 44 ()
39. Organic foods are now broadly available. [1 & [] 44 ()
40. I'm awfully sorry. I didn't catch your name. (J¥& (J%&H ()
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(5) A} + BAF

41. 1 very like English. (] A4 [0 44 ()
42. 1 horribly agree with him. [ &2 [ ¥34 (
43. 1 hard know how to explain it. [ 24 [ #%#
44. T sincerely hope it will succeed. [ A4 54
45. We powerfully appreciate your help. [1 A& [] 4
46. She willingly accepted my apology. [] &4 [J %
47. The school has considerately changed. [] 24 [

48. Do they clearly understand its meaning? (] &4 [] H3

49. T extremely forgot to give you the letter. [] &4
50. She has heavily criticized the government. [ 22

d ]9l o] (Examples in): English
4715 Ao](Applicable Languages): English
A 4715 F(Applicable Levels): College
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