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A Study on Measures in the Tourism Service Sector of WTO

Service Negotiations
Jai-Gi Shin*
Abstract

The WTO(World Trade Organization) meetings for service negotiations started in February in
2000. Since then, the member countries have discussed the tourism sector and their expectations
and methods of liberalization, based on the proposals they have submitted. The Republic of Korea
had already opened hotels and restaurants, travel agencies and tour operator services, and tourist
guide services, preceding of WTO service negotiations.

However, to comply with the terms of the negotiations, the domestic laws and systems related to
tourism should be analyzed according to their adherence to the principles of GATS(General
Agreement on Trade in Services), which include market access and national treatment.

Thus, the purposes of this study were two-fold: first, regarding the two basic principles of
GATS(market access and national treatment), the articles of the administrative laws relating to
tourism were examined.

Second, proposals from the tourism sectors in the US, Canada, Dominique, EC, Switzerland, and
Japan were also summarized and reviewed. Proper responses to service negotiations were proposed
based on the results of this analysis.

As a result, I can support the GATS classification(w/120) of tourism and the liberalization of
tourism in other WTO member countries. I can also support the elimination of obstacles such as
economic need tests and nationality requirement. 'Others’ category should be considered more
carefully according to the competitiveness of the given industry.

Key Words: WTO, Service negotiations, Tourism service
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