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<Abstract>

A Study of N-Insertion Preferences in Korean

Kyung-A Kook, Ju-Won Kim, Ho-Young Lee

Since n-insertion is not an obligatory process in Korean, it is necessary to investigate
what factors influence n-insertion preferences and whether n-insertion preferences have been
changed over time. To find answers to these questions, an n-insertion preference test using
a questionnaire was conducted. 183 words were selected for this test and 167 subjects
participated in the test. The results of this test show that the n-insertion preferences were
influenced by the speakers’ age, the number and structure of the syllable, word class,
phonetic environments, and familiarity. It is suggested that the results of this test should
be incorporated into the Principles of Standard Pronunciation and in the Grand Dictionary
of Standard Korean.

* Keywords: N-insertion, N-insertion preference, Questionnaire, Compounds, Derivatives
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n “.. it would be unrealistic to use a written questionnaire attempt a survey of actual
pronunciation by asking respondents to report on their own performance, particularly where
the respondents may be phonetically naive. It is well established that people do not report
their linguistic usage actually, Nevertheless, this method is acceptable in a survey of
pronunciation preferences. People are often well aware which of two competing
pronunciations they prefer.”{8]
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