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A Study on Colors in the Suhainmyuldo painted on an Old Tomb of the Ancient
Kingdom of Goguryeo between the 4th and the late 6th Centuries
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Abstract

Suhainmyuldo(<=5}91-& =) is a kind of picture which express a person under the tree and is known to
be transmitted from the Middle Asia. The origin of this kind of expression is assumed to be from
Iykshini(=Iygsha), the fairy of tree, in India of from the Tree of Life' in W. Asia, and they had in fluenced
on the craft art design of Chinese art. However, Chinese art had already developed the motif of this kind in
its unique way. For example, Jookrimchilhundo(< % & 3 &= : seven wise men in bamboo forest), during
Six Dynasty. The tree of life(arbor vitae, lignum viate), the origin of the Painting of figure under a tree(=3}
Q1&E£), was spreaded in several regions around the center of Mesopotamia early, and them transmitted to
Sasan dynasty of Persia, even to Islam, Byzantine, Romanesque, ancient East Asia. The mural painting
found in the 4th Tongu Ogoe tomb, which was created after the 5th Tongu Ogoe tomb, used Obangsaek
more than the 5th tomb painting did. (The term Obansaek refers to the five Korean traditional colors
consisted of yellow, blue, white, red and black) The mural painting on the 4th Ogoe tomb employed distinct
technique to depict an object in a certain color by painting the surroundings with different primary colors,
making the painting look more exotic and mysterious.
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