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A Study for Improving Direction of Legal Regime and Policy for

Protecting our Underwater Cultural Heritages

Seong Wook Park*
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Ansan PO. Box 29, Seoul 425-600, Korea

Abstract : Korea has many underwater cultural heritages within the east, west and south seas surrounding
the Peninsula that indicate historically important sealanes for trade and transportation. As these underwater
cultural heritages are the objects of despoilment because of their relatively easy access through modern
technology, their often high historical and priceless value demands strong protection similar to or better than
the land cultural properties. Currently, Korea does not have any concrete laws or regulations for the
protection of underwater cultural heritages. Thus, these heritages are, somewhat temporary and
inappropriately subjected to laws and regulations relating to provisions of individual laws concerning
protection of cultural properties act, and statute of excavation of material for buried national property, lost
articles act etc.. Internationally, the UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural
Heritage was adopted but not yet entered into force. Therefore, the protection of underwater cultural
heritage has become an urgent matter. In this regard, this article's main purpose is to provide
recommendations for improving direction of legal regime and policy for protecting our underwater cultural
heritages. These legal regimes need provisions for definition of the underwater cultural heritage, scope of
application, ownerships, jurisdictions and protection measures. And suggestions are provided in regard to
policies for the protection of underwater cultural heritages that may improve organization and cooperation
among concerned ministries and agencies, compensation system, restrictions for excavation of underwater
relics, efficiency of survey of underwater surface and information system.
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Table 1. Approved on excavation of underwater burried material.
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Table 2. Classification and specific of underwater cultural heritage.'>
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