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Abstract : In general, the criminal responsibility o seaman should always be directly assumed by the seamen, according to the
principle of self-incrimination. Therefore, the only possible countermeasures for the criminal responsibility of seamen may be to
reduce the responsibility by using criminal procedures (ex. the warrant substance examination system, the review system o legulity
for confinement) as much as possible. Another possibility is to reduce the pendlty through the revision o the law.

In detail, concerning the problem of fine, the maximum fine for oil spill accidents by criminal negligence is KRW 30,000,000 under
the current Ocean Pollution Prevention Act, and when an oil spill occurs, the maximum fine tends to be levied regardless of the
amount o the spilled oil; thus, it is judged that grading the fine according to the amount of spilled oil may be worth considering.
Regurding P&I’s payment of fine, contrary to general belief, it is only possible to make up the loss when P&I takes up the legal
responsibility or acknowledges its payment. In order to solve the problem, it is possible to consider the option of introducing new
collective insurance program or mutual aid system Also, as seamen are not specialists in legal issues, the ship owners’ association
or the marine dfficers” association need to develop some program through which they can receive systematic assistance from legal
specidlists including lawyers when they encounter any legal problems (ex. free legal aid programs for farmers and fishermen).
Finally, it may be possible to establish enact new laws or revise the existing Act on Special Cases Concerning the Settlement of
Trgffic Accidents to insert a new section on marine accidents. )

keywords : Marine Accidents, Seaman, Criminal responsibflity, Negligence, P&I.
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