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<Abstract>

An Acoustic Comparative Study of Korean /¢, ¢}/ and
English /¢, =/ Pronounced by Korean Young Male Speakers

Hye-jeong Hwang, Seung-Jae Moon

Investigating and comparing English vowels f¢/ and /e/, and their-supposedly- corresponding
vowels in Korean /4l/ and /H/, this study addresses the following questions: Do Koreans
pronounce /1l/ and /H/ differently? Do they pronounce English fe/ and /a&/ differently? And
what is the relationship between the Korean vowels and the English vowels? Is the conventional
cotrespondence (/1] :¢/, and [ H :®/) appropriate?

The results showed that 24 Korean male college students distinguish neither Korean {1/ and
/ W/ nor English /e/ and [#/, thus suggesting that their inability to distinguish the two vowels in
their native tongue has an effect on their production of the English vowels. While not
distinguishable within a language, Korean /1l/ and / 1}/ still form a separate group from English
/el and [e/. But Korean-produced /e/ and [e/ are significantly different from American-produced
/¢/ and j=/: Korean-produced [¢/ and /e/ have much lower F1 and F2 than American-produced
counterparts.

Accordingly it is advised that, in learning English pronunciation, Korean students should be
instructed to take the English vowel system as a separate system from Korean one, and thus,
not to substitute Korean vowels for English vowels. And students should be provided with
specific instructions on the articulatory differences between English vowels and Korean vowels.
For example, they should be instructed to lower their jaws more for English f¢/ and [/ than
for Korean /-]/ and /H/.

* Keywords: Korean vowels, English vowels, Formants, Learning pronunciation.
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Some éapples are red.

I’ve got some packages.

They passed the exam.

We all demind a raise.
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He took a step to the stairway.
This is the only bed in my house.
I want my own pet.

Take a guess.
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The péncils are on my desk.

We have a three-hour lésson.

He is the President eléct.

My parents invést in stock.
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