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Referred Shoulder Pain due to Liver Abscess

—A case report—

Sang Hyun Park, M.D., Pyung Bok Lee, M.D., Myung Sin Seo, M.D..
Yun Hee Lim, M.D., and Yong Seok Oh, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Seoul National University Bundang Hospital, Seongnam, Korea
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Referred pain is not localized to the site of its cause, but referred to an area that may be an adjacent distant from such a
site. With respect to this, there is the possibility of misdiagnosis in the treatment of referred pain patient. We experienced a
case of a 31-years-old male patient complaining of right shoulder pain, which subsided after a bursa injection. The patient revisited
our clinic after 3 weeks complaining not only of right shoulder pain, but also of right upper quadrant pain and fever. He was

diagnosed as having a liver abscess by an imaging study. (Korean J Pain 2005; 18: 267 —270)
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CT shows huge liver abscess which is impending rupture to

Fig. 1.
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tasis and pleural effusion due to elevated diaphragm and irritation at

right lower lung.

o}

3] %7

L
-

=4 o8 A=

E3i} ol

K
]

Ko

(VAS 1/10).

o

ol

o}
=

N
——

o AAMF "L 42X 14,580/ il, ESR 94 mm/hr, AST/ALT

FHEAS oA TFol =

=
=

58/84 1U/L, CRP 20.11 mg/dl2

o

ey
=

Z}A]

o
=

bom ol o

3|

@ B CTE A

o o

Z
5

o] HhH = 9 thFig. 1).

[s]
Els

&

s

5]

2l

Rif]

o

dal Wiz AnEgen

=
=

TF A

A
09
)
@

oz 7hel

zlol 7} A}k @R

Fe Qe

3

o A

Fdz da=Ey JfAe w

3

A e

Els

Ameba Ag©]

p=1
T

gelom 13Y7E metronidazole, 1047} paromomycing Fo

o}

Jolr

o
1

o

ol

\_.
L

g QAsan. 84

A o

&

:TL

ﬁo

—

3L (VAS 0/10) ¢

A

A A7 71

3

549 9

Blair

Hobbs 3"

1 9ol gt

A A
A
A EE o]

At

3]
L84

1o} EhiA

IEEEISEEE
b AL "olAe Bge vieht

o
Mo

_—

A

A

@0

A

CEEE I

s

A7 Al

FEH A

e

olJ

L Q
EAg

=)
-

A A F-#

47

Tor
ﬂo

]
o}

Bl

A
et

ol
wr

&

A

sht slejeh el "o

2 ez &4

HPAdR AEF

3

A

AEF A

A, AA% Ae 7

ohe

2A4gdo. Al

A

7

7114

>

A

B

|

ok

o} 7HA)

L=
=

o 4% A5z

of e HHEWY wFAFel A WA

270] 25 7]

ks



Cervical Thoracic Lumbar  Sacral
(ABTETAGE el 23145 6l 718 o Mo 112131415111 2131418 %g
Aorta

Heart & Pericardium

Esophagus
Stomach
Duodenum
Jejunum & lleum -
—SSTmmI . Biliary
T Pancreas

Spleen
Kidneys & Ureters

Male reproductive

Female reproductive

Urinary bladder =T

Proximal colon

Distal colon

Rectum -
Fig. 2. Schematic representation of human viscerotomes and their

relacion to dermatomes (From Ness TJ, Gebhart GF: Visceral pain: a
review of experimental studies. Pain 1990; 41: 167-234).
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