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schools, aged from 13 to 18 years old(males 1,098;

square test for trends.

asked their age(P=0.019).
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Purpose : The aim of this study is to identify where and how adolescents acquire cigarettes and
how many were asked for identification while purchasing cigarettes.
Methods : This study was conducted in 2003; participants were 2,200 students in middle and high

naire assured them of anonymity, and self-administered in school. The data was analyzed with chi-

Results : The prevalence of smoking was about 20 percent among respondents, was higher in males
than in females, and in older students than in younger students(P<0.001). The most frequent source
of cigarettes was purchased from a store(36.3 percent). About 29.2 percent of the students borrowed
from friends or family members. By sex, the main sources of cigarettes were purchase from a store
and borrowing. Younger students were borrowed more cigarettes; older students purchased more
cigarettes from stores. Only 48.8 percent were asked for proof of age during their purchase. Of those
asked for proof of age, about 73.3 percent answered that this made it difficult to buy cigarettes(P<
0.001), and they thought that it was more difficult when asked for a photo ID than simply being

Conclusion : So far, there has been no systemic prevention of adolescents’ smoking. It is difficult
for minors to purchase cigarettes if asked for proof of age, but most minors go to stores to pur-
chase cigarettes. Therefore, prevention efforts should include educating retailers not to sell cigarettes
to minors and enforcing existing laws requiring youth to provide proof of age when attempting to
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females 1,102) in Ansan, Korea. The question-
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Fig. 1. Smoking prevalence by sex and grade among middle
and high school students(M : middle school, H : high school).
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Table 1. The Prevalence of Current Smoking Habit by Sex and Grade among Middle and High School Students

Al 4 5 2005

Male Female
Intemittent(%) Regular(%) Previous(%) Intermittent(%) Regular(%) Previous(%)
General 16.9 116 715 24.6 10.8 64.6
M 16.7 6.3" 77 26.5 59 67.6
H 17.1 184" 64.5 226 16.1° 61.3
M : middle school, H: high school, “P<0.001
oA AA= B2 dEiete destiti(Table 1). ¥4 58t Table 2. Where Students Acquired Cigarettes and if Proof of
A A 184%7F FBAL FAL S Aglod, 17.1%=  Age was Requested
7HEA AL, 645%NA AolE Fsloy dAE B2 et No %
A sk oAb SRl A 16.1%C04 FHA) FA Where cigarettes were acquired
st Ao, 226%CA 7HEA FAS ¢rha k9o, 61.3 Bought in store 87 36.2
%ol A Holl= Yot AA= e Ay fEsant o Someone else bought 38 15.8
_ _ _ Borrowed 70 29.2
ZAA FHAY] FAES AR AgyRTE FAe], & Stole 16 6.7
ARG 5] ¥ =dTh(P<0.001)(Table 1). Bought from vending machine 8 3.3
s ow - Other 21 8.8
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Table 3. Variables Associated with Source of Acquiring Cigarettes among Middle and High School Students Who Reported

Smoking
Store Someone Borrowed Stole Vendipg Other
else bought machine P
No % No % No % No % No % No %
Gender
Male 58 36.3 22 13.7 51 31.9 7 44 5 3.1 17 10.6
Female 29 36.2 16 20.0 19 23.8 9 11.3 3 3.7 4 5.0 NS*
Grade
M1 6 176 4 11.8 14 41.2 3 8.8 3 8.8 4 11.8
M2 12 26.1 4 8.7 20 43.5 6 13.0 1 2.2 3 6.5
M3 11 25.0 7 159 11 25.0 4 9.1 1 2.3 10 22.7 0.001
H1 11 275 11 2715 12 30.0 1 2.5 1 2.5 4 10.0
H2 10 52.6 1 53 7 36.8 1 53 0 0.0 0 0.0
H3 37 64.9 11 19.3 6 10.5 1 1.8 2 35 0 0.0 0.001
Proof of age
Yes 11 314 7 20.0 10 28.6 1 2.8 3 8.6 3 8.6
No 13 29.5 7 159 17 38.6 2 4.6 0 0.0 5 114 NS
M : middle school, H: high school, NS : not significant
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Table 4. The Relationship of the Proof of Age and Smoking Behavior

Korean ] Pediatr :

A48 A A4 5 20059

Smoking behavior after the proof of age

Someone

Stopped Reduced else bought Borrowed Stole Not affected P
No % No % No % No % No % No %
Proof of age
Yes 27 33.3 8 9.9 15 185 5 6.2 4 4.9 22 27.2
No 31 45.6 6 8.8 7 10.3 2 2.9 3 4.4 19 28.0 NS*
Photo 1D 18 28.6 5 79 14 22.2 3 4.8 3 4.8 20 31.7
Verbal 31 50.8 8 13.1 4 6.6 3 49 1 16 14 23.0 0.03

Verbal : Verbal asking, NS : not significant
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