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Abstract : The assessment (or the evaluation) of spatial disparity is the main concern for the study
of spatial disparities or spatial inequalities. In order to evaluate the spatial disparity, the regional
differences have to be counted quantitatively. Several measurements have been introduced for
evaluating the development potentials of each region. Most of them are the composite indices of
the socio-economic variables rather than the real potentials of the region. This study attempts to
investigate the spatial disparity in Korea. For the purpose, the levels of opporiunity potentials
of the cities have been calculated by the Potential Model redefined by Lee(1995). The opportunity
potentials have been calculated for the educational, cultural, medical service, environmental sectors,
income, and consumption sectors, and the spatial patterns of various opportunity potentials have
been analyzed. The spatial patterns of opportunity potentials show the severe concentration on the
Metropolitan Seoul area through all sectors. The next level concentration appears at the other end
of the Keuyng-Bu axis. And the cities relatively high opportunity potential values are distributed
along the Keuyng-Bu axis. Remain parts of the country show quietly low opportunity potential
values. In particular, the southern-west and the northern-east parts show relatively very low values.
This pattern appears for all sectors except for the opportunity potential of the environmental sector.
It means that the spatial disparity in Korea have been promoted and enhanced by the national
development policies concentrated the investment on the large cities along the Keuyng-Bu axis
during the last 40 years.

Key Words : spatial disparity, opportunity potentials, Potential Model, concentration .



