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Giardiasis in Black-tailed Prairie Dogs (Cynomys ludovicianus)

Ho-Seong Cho, Young-Seob Kim*, Young-Mok Jeong*, Won-Woo Seung* and Nam-Yong Park’

Department of Veterinary Pathology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Chonnam National University
*Seoul grand park zoo

Abstract : Five black-tailed prairie dogs showed weakness. emaciation and anemia during the lairage period in May
2005. Among them, one adult male and one female prairie dogs were found dead. The stamp smear for revealed a
tremendous number of Giardia trophozoites. Histopathological examinations of the intestine showed slightly inflammatory
changes and cystic enlargement of the c¢rypts in the duodenal and jejunal mucous membranes. From these findings, this
disease was diagnosed as giardiasis in black-tailed prairie dog.
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Fig 1. Gross lesions of black-tailed prairie.dog (Cynomys
ludovicianus) showing cachexia and rough hair-coat. Bar=35
cm.
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Fig 2. Note serous atrophy of the heart (arrow) and pale
appearance of the peritoneum. Bar=1 cm.

Fig 3. Giardia spp. trophozoites (arrows) from intestinal
contents. lodine stain. Bar=30 pm.
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Fig 4. Note Giardia trophozoites (arrow) in the intestinal
lumen. villi atrophy and enlarged crypts can be seen. H&E
stain, Bar=30 um.
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