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A Study on Public Property of the Regional Museum Design
- Focused on the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, Ishikawaken in Japan -
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Abstract

The 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa as a regional public culture facility is the place where it is
possible to think over the roles and meanings of a museum. The aim of this research is to provide information for exploring a
desirable direction of the design of a regional museum by analyzing the architectural meanings and public property of the 21st
Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa. In addition, we arranged the roles and meanings of a regional museum and
the concept of the public property in architecture. We also analyzed the architectural quality and the expression of the public
property in this museum, as well as the value and meaning of a museum through field researches. The results of this research
are as follows. First, this museum breaks with the existing stereotyped idea to be a space open to the citizens. It secures a
wide public space and provides the convenience of access and every facility for citizens. Second, the floor plan is divided into
the interchanging area for citizens and an exhibition area; the outskirts of the inside of the museum are planned to be used
free of charge for an interchanging space of citizens as a public-owned space of citizens. Third, the public-owned space of
citizens includes a citizen exhibition hall, an art library, a kids studio and rest space, which are all designed for everyone to
enjoy freely. Last, the exterior shape of the museum is simple but harmonize with the surroundings. It has an unique shape
showing the local identity, and its most special properties are the convenience of access, introduction of a free space inside, and
security of a huge space for children and citizens.
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