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The Effect of Types of Knowledge and Cognitive Styles

on Summarizing and Understanding Text
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Abstracts  An experiment was conducted to investigate the effect of three types of prior knowledge (domain related
knowledge, summary-writing strategy knowledge, and neutral unrelated knowledge) and two types (analytic and
wholistic) of cognitive styles on the quality of the summary writing of a descriptive text. The results showed thac
learning domain-related knowledge and summary-writing-strategy knowledge increased the level of understanding of the
target text and the quality of the summary; the former operating mainly at the understanding phase, and the latter
operating mainly during the summary planning and producing phases. The effect of the types of cognitive style was
found somewhat limited but mainly operating in the process of planing the summary. Other features of time course

in writing a summary were further discussed.
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