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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to 1) examine the tendency of elementary school students’ self-esteemn and
clothing behavior, 2) find out the difference in their clothing behavior in accordance with the demographié
characteristics and the level of their self-esteem, and 3) analyze the relationship between self-esteem and
clothing behavior, This process was to understand the clothing behavior of elementary school students and to
provide basic data needed for a desirable clothing life education for them. The subjects of this study were 403
male and female fifth and sixth graders from elementary schools located in Suwon, Gyeonggi-do. The results
of this study were as follows:

First, elementary school students’ self-esteem and clothing behavior were found to be in the mid-level. The
sub-factors of clothing behavior were indicated in the order of clothing independence, clothing comfort, clothing
management, clothing interest and clothing conformity,

Second, there were differences in clothing behavior in accordance with the demographic characteristics and
the level of their self-esteem. Female students had higher level of clothing conformity, clothing interest and
clothing management than male students, while males had higher clothing comfort than females, Fifth graders,
compared to sixth graders, had higher clothing management and lower clothing independence. Students who
received ¥20,000 or more allowance a month had higher clothing conformity and clothing interest, and lower
clothing comfort. Higher clothing interest was found when students had jobless mothers. The higher the

students’ self-esteem was, the higher their clothing management level was.
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Finally, elementary school students’ self-esteem was found to have a positive relationship with clothing

management. In other words, elementary school students with higher self-esteem manage their clothes better.
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