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Improvement Strategies for Optimum Usage of Community Facilities by the
Rural Elderly in Korea

Lee, Jeong Hwa - Kang, Kyeong Ha' - Jung, Nam Su’ - Park, Gong Ju” - Yoon, Soon Duck
Chonnam National University, College of Human Ecology, Department of Family Environment and Welfare

"National Rural Resource Development Institute, NIAST, Rural Development Administration

ABSTRACT : Rural Korea has been becoming heavily aged societies from the end of 20th century due to the massive depopula-
tion of young generation and extension of the average span of human beings. Although rural communities in Korea had been
traditionally based on closely webbed social relations, almost all of community self-help organizations disappeared in recent time
with very strong urbanization trend. However, almost all rural villages in Korea have the village seniors' union ~"NO-IN-HOE" in Korean
speaking- of which members usually use, operate and maintain community facilities in terms of voluntary base. Using these facilities,
most of public/common/private services and community activities have been being served or provided. So, the purpose of this study
is to investigate the usage tendency of community facilities and needs of the rural elderly and to propose the improvement strategies
for their optimum usage. For this purpose, data was gathered both from community (107 villages) and individual level surveys(881
older peopie). The statistical method used for data analysis was descriptive statistics. The major findings were as follows : It was found
that the dominant family type of the rural elderly was elderly-only household (75%) with very limited economic capability. There are
2~3 common community facilities with village including the seniors' center -“KYOUNG-RO-DANG” in Korean speaking. Many of
the elderly (74%) use the center once or twice per week. There are several rooms in the center, like as kitchen, bathroom and health
room, of which usage frequency differs respectively. Many rural elderly want assistance from out-of-village for good maintenance
and free use of these facilities.

Key words : Community facilities, Rural community, The rural elderly
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