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A Grounded Theory Approach to the Experience of Leaders in
Self—help Group for Parents of Children with Cancer.

Kim, Jin—Sook
(Ph.D., Seoul National University)

This study has been performed te analyze the experience of parents who had led
a parents-group of children with cancer. For this study, fifteen participants were
selected for an in-depth interview and the personal experiences of each participant
had been interviewed in person until data were saturated. This study employed the
grounded theory approach of Strauss and Corbin(1998). With the qualitative constant
comparative analysis, ninty four concepts, twenty six subcategeories, and seventeen
categories were generated. In the axial coding, a paradigm meodel was propesed as
follows: The central phenomenon of the leaders’ experiences was that they had been
"Pushed Back’ to lead the groups. The causal conditions were A Sense of Selidarity’,
"Regaining Self-possession’, and ‘Feeling a Necessity of Parents Group’. The
contextual conditions were "Want to Help’, "A Sense of Mission’, and 'Discontent
with the Cure Environment’. The intervening conditions were “Self-reflection of
Leadership’, "Reaction of Their Own Family’, "Hope to Have an Expanded Group'.
The action/interaction strategies were "Assuming All Field Work’, "Accumulation of
Experiences’, ‘Recognition of a Role Scope’. The consequences were ‘Being
Comforted’, "Positive Self-awareness’, "a Sense of Worthiness’, and "Desire to Quit’. In
the selective coding, the core category was ’‘Pushed to Lead a Group’. Based on the
core category, four types and five stages in the leaders” experiences were identified.
The types include "a Devoted Family Type’, 'a Velunteer Type’, "a Role Medel Type’
, and ‘a Activist Type”: the stages consist of ‘Stage of Maintain Identity as a parent
of a child with cancer’, "Stage of Questioning’, "Stage of Active Participation’, ‘Stage
of Experience Accumulation’, and "Stage of Progressive Change’. The result of this
study presents some implications and suggestions for social work services and
theories with respect to the self-help group of pediatric cancer by attempting to

understand mere about the experiences of leaders’ in such groups.

Key words: parents of child with cancer, self-help group, grounded theory,
qualitative Research.
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