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An Exploratory Study on the Working Poor:
the Definition of the Working Poor and Their Characteristics

Hong, Kyung—Zoon
(Sung Kyun Kwan University)

The purpose of this study is to explore and describe of the reality of working
peoor in Korea. In spite of the increasing attention te the working peoer, usual
definitions of the working poor have some measurement questions. The definition of
the working poor should focus on the key dimensions of work and poverty. This
study defines working poor as all "persons who have devoted prior 6 months to
working or looking for work and who lived in families with incomes below the
poverty threshold". This study alse defines poverty threshold based on the both
concept of absolute and relative poverty.

According te this definition, the working poor are almost equally divided
between men and women and the majority of them are of prime working age. These
characteristics of werking poor are seems to be quite different from common sense.
Also, serious deficiencies of human capital contribute to the employment problems of
the working poor. Their education levels are much less than those of the weorking
non-poor. The distributions of the employment status, occupation, and industry show

also that the weorking peoor are highly concentrated in a few low-wage jobs.

Key weords: werking peoor, the definition of the working poor, anti-poverty

pelicies for working poor
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