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The Study on New Poverty and Change of Poverty Policy in Korea

Kim, Young—Lan
{Sookmyung Women's University)

The object of the study is te examine the change of social-econemic structure and
poverty-shape to escape poverty. In Korea, the working poor have been increased by
flexibility and division of labor market since the economic crisis in 1997, and are
faced with hard conditions due to the vulnerable welfare system. Hspecially the
workers whe engage in irregular jobs were increased by restructure of labor market.
Besides they are in unstable employment terms such as low payment, low-skill and
exclusion from welfare-benefit. Many small independent businessmen are also in
danger of poverty for enterprises trend te move abroad by globalization. Poverty
pelicy in our country was focused on the abselute peor class that has relation with
old age, unemployment, disable, disease etc, so they were the object of welfare
policy. The poverties, however, are increasing rapidly after the economic crisis, and
they work so hard but are still peor, that is, participation in labor market doesn’t
become an element to escape poverty. Thus the emergence of new poverties whose
core consists of the working poor becomes to need new poverty policy. The study is
to survey change of their econemic conditions, their welfare cenditions, their
experiences and responses of social dangers after the economic crisis, then to explore
the policy to escape poverty. As the result of the study, it shows that the weorking
peoor experienced many Kinds of social dangers like unemployment, decrease of
income etc. In their welfare conditions as their responses to the social dangers, the
benefit of social insurance, enterprise welfare like legal retirement pay and paid leave
and private welfare such as private pension and insurance are low. The working
peoor are faced with secial dangers, mereover, they den't have skill or education for
adapting themselves to information society. The study says that it needs variable
policies for the working poor to escape poverty, and suggests payment & tax policies
as stable income policy, occupational discipline and skill-education for premoting the
quality of employment, moreover, social insurance as expansion of social welfare

pelicy and heousing & education policies whose objects are the working poer.
Key words: New poverty, Working Poor, New Social Risks, Poverty Policy.

[ 2005. 1. 3. AlAIEHL 2005 4. 16.]



