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This study intended to understand how the use of social welfare services and the
satisfaction from the use affect poor children’s psychesocial adjustment. Especially, it
focused to find out whether the use of satisfied services has an independent effect on
peoor children’s psychosocial adjustment when other relevant variables are controlled.

Participants are 904 peor children from 16 nationwide cities/provinces who
receive financial sponsership from Korea Welfare Foundation in cooperation with the
Ministry of Health and Welfare. Among them, 82% is from youth-headed homes,
22.7% is from grandparent-care homes, 8.2% is from relative foster homes, 1.8% is
from non-relative foster homes and 59.1% is from other poor families.

The results of this study are as follows:

1} According to MANOVA, poor children who received 2 or meore satisfied social
welfare services are significantly different from those wheo received 1 or no service in
their combined psychosecial adjustment subcategories. Delinquency among the
subcategories is the most influencing variable in combined differences.

2} Controlling sex, age, family structure and other variables that are considered to
be related te delinquency in previous research, the use of satisfied services is still the
significant variable in decreasing delinquency among poor children.

3) Interaction effect between the use of satisfied services and parental supervision
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was statistically significant. Under the low level of parental supervision, the use of
satisfied services has a significant effect on the decrease of delinquency. However,
under the high level of parental supervision, the use of satisfied services has little
effects.

From these results, we found out that the use of satisfied social welfare services
is a very significant factor influencing to prevent or decrease delinquency among
peor children. Also we found out that it is critically important for poer children who
receive the low level of parental supervision to have goed-quality social welfare

services in order to prevent delinquency.

Key words: Poverty, Children, Secial Welfare Services, Psychosocial Adjustment,

Parental Supervision, Delinquency
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