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The study on the symbolic meanings of jewelry history

-Focusing on the ring--
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(Abstract)

The purpose of the study is to understand the symbolic
meaning of jewelry.

Among various characteristics of symbols, the symbolic
meaning represents the correlation between meanings.
Wearing jewelry is an instinctive action that can be
witnessed from ancient civilizations. Man used jewelry for
various purposes, as an ornament, an amulet, a symbol of
wealth or power or as a token of love. In this study, | have
researched the symbolic meaning of jewelry in its historic
background focusing on rings that show the strongest symbolic
characteristic among jewelries. Whereas the symbolic meaning
of jewelry was strongly accentuated in the ancient and
medieval times, it was gradually weakened in the modem
time. Also, while jewelry in the ancient and medieval times
showed commonness and universality, jewelry in- modem
time expressed individuality. Although the meaning of jewelry
changed progressively by interacting with the external
environment, jewelry has always roused sense and
symbolism from our hearts and has acted as a means to
express ideas and emotions of human beings.
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