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ABSTRACT

This paper explains that socio-cultural contexts affect the transition in scholarly
communication. Observing the process of introducing the open access model to the field of
medicine in Korea, this paper found that the first, associations of medical societies considered
a quality control system very important in the construction of an open access based fulltext
DB, the second, there was an medical journal DB with a quality control procedure, and the
third, many medical societies provided their journals fulltext to the public on their homepages.
Consequently, this paper found that these factors had an effect on the process of transition
in scholarly communication in the field of medicine in Korea.
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