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A Study on the Interior Color Characteristics for Common Spaces in Elderly Housing
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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the interior color
characteristics of elderly housing facilities in Korea . For this
purpose, a filed survey was conducted between October 16
and October 25, 2003, visiting 10 elderly housing facilities. A
three step analysis of the facilities was involved. First, floor,
walls, ceiling, base boards and doors in common spaces
were examined for the color scheme using the "Pantone for
Fashion and Home Color Guide" for each room. Measured
Pantone numbers were converted to RGB color using
"Chaoser 3.0 of Pantone, Inc." Finally, the conversions were
recorded as Munsell numbers. The results are as follows.
First, the brightness used in elderly housing facilities ranges
from high value to low value while the chroma ranges from
the middle chroma to low chroma. The warm colors of Y
and YR are mainly used, followed by GY and R. Second,
the colors used for elderly housing facilities are found
inter-related. For example, the main color in the lobby is
also used for corridor and used again in dining room,
library, and freatment room. Third, in terms of the color
scheme, it is best help the elderly, who generally have
lower recognition capability, by highlighting the distinction
and attention by using the clearly distinclive accent color for
the transition space, edge of the hallways or in front of the
door to the units and having different color for each floor.
But in most facilities except one or two, this consideration is
ignored. Fourth, there is difference in color selection
between elderly housing with low and high rental value.
Only one facility, the most high priced one, has aggressive
color arrangement, and the others show very little
consideration of the elderly’s needs.
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