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Flexibility of Mind and Divergent Thinking
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This paper is designed to characterize the concept of flexibility of mind and anmalyze relationship
between flexibility of mind and divergent thinking in view of mathematical problem solving. This study
shows that flexibility of mind is characterized by two constructs, ability to overcome fixed mind in
stage of problem understanding and ability to shift a viewpoint in stage of problem solving process.
Through the analysis of writing test, we come to the conclusion that students who overcome fixed
mind surpass others in divergent thinking and so do students who are able to shift a viewpoint.
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