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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the socio-demographic heterogeneity of community
participation in rural Korea. Data was collected through interviews with 1,870 rural
householders and housewives who have lived in Up or Myen as an administrative unit of
rural communities, and analyzed by the SPSS/PC Win V.10 program. The statistical
techniques used for this study were frequency and percentile. The major findings of this
study were as follows. Firstly, the extent to which rural people have participated in
community organizations were: cooperative groups, 80.8%; religious groups, 20.6%;
learning groups, 12.7%; political groups, 9.8%; civil groups 6.7%; and voluntary groups,
5.3%. Whereas the numbers were high for community participation in groups related to
agricultural production, participation in civil and voluntary groups were lower. Secondly,
it showed that people who lived in urbanized and high population density areas were
more likely to participate in community groups. The diversity of community organizations
was different according to the level of rurality. Thirdly, farm householders were more
likely to participate in religious, civil and voluntary groups than mon-farm householders.
Fourthly, people with higher education, females, those in the 40 to 50 age groups were
more likely to participate in community organizations. Fifthly, even though men are more
likely to participate in political parties, women were more likely then men to agree that
women should participate in political parties. This empirical study could support the
results of Sundeen (1988) and Wilson and Musick (1997) in that education was related
positively to community participation. In addition, we concluded that community
participation in a rural development process has two main considerations: philosophical
and pragmatic. This implies that there is room for government to enable and facilitate
'true’ community participation. That can be done through policy reform which creates a
permissive environment for community decision-making and input, in addition to simply
supporting community development through financial assistance.
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Table 1. Characteristics of respondents
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Unit : %(n)
Category Percent Category Percent
householder 62.7 no 245
Status of
spouse 327 elementary 371
householder . .
others 4.6 Education middle 17.0
Sex male 48.8 high 17.6
- female 51.2 college and over 39
. Married 975 agriculture 314
Marital status g, e 25 specialist 19
39 or below 79 general work 0.8
40-49 18.8 o . sales 2.0
ccupation .
Age 50-59 20.1 services 3.1
g 60-69t} 28.8 physical work 6.2
homework+agriculture 42.6
70 or over 244
others 12.1
total 100.0(1,870) total 100.0(1,870)
Table 2. Characteristics of farm householders
Unit : %(n)
Category Percent Category Percent
full time 73.8 rice 67.4
. part time(typel) 8.8 fruit 6.1
F: 1
arming Stle art time(type2) 17.4 field vegetable 8.1
total 100.0(1,322) Type of  green house vegetable 3.8
large 7.5 farming flower 02
middle 23.2 livestock 35
Size special crop 3.7
small 69.3 others 72
total 100.0(1,364) total 100.0(1,328)
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Table 3. Rural residents’ participation of agricultural cooperatives

Unit : %(n)
Category No membership Just registered Active Total
Total 19.2 457 35.2 100.0(1,415)
Region Eup 20.4 38.3 413 100.0( 494)
g Myeon 18.5 49.6 31.9 100.0( 921)
Sex male 13.7 472 39.1 100.0( 758)
female 254 438 30.7 100.0( 657)
39 or below 29.5 42.0 28.4 100.0( 88)
4049 17.8 37.8 44.4 100.0( 259)
Age 50-59 14.1 362 49.7 100.0( 298)
60-69 16.0 52.8 312 100.0( 445)
70 or over 26.5 51.7 21.8 100.0( 325)
no 32.8 48.1 19.1 100.0( 335)
. elementary 13.4 50.2 36.4 100.0( 588)
Education middle 122 22 456 100.0( 237)
high and over 209 35.0 44.1 100.0( 254)
Table 4. Rural residents’ participation of agricultural organizations except agricultural cooperatives
Unit : %(n)
Category No membership Just registered Active Total
Total 71.0 12.1 16.9 100.0(1,357)
Region Eup 68.9 10.8 20.3 100.0( 472)
°€ Myeon 72.1 12.8 15.1 100.0( 885)
Sex male 67.8 132 19.0 100.0( 727)
female 74.7 10.7 14.6 100.0( 629)
39 or below 73.8 10.7 15.5 100.0( 84)
4049 58.1 138 28.0 100.0( 246)
Age 50-59 60.7 11.0 28.3 100.0( 290)
60-69 73.8 13.6 12.6 100.0( 427)
70 or over 86.5 9.7 39 100.0( 310)
no 82.0 10.5 7.4 100.0( 323)
. elementary 71.5 11.0 175 100.0( 565)
Education middle 61.1 16.4 2.6 100.0( 226)
high and over 64.5 124 23.1 100.0( 242)
o2 ®BH ‘ujyiele] 71.0%2 7t Eo] 29%% gkt
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Yehgeh A3t 4ol M g9 ¢
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Q> vlgo] 873%E 7lYBol 127%¥eH, A
T 8% 78%, 0|V ¥ 48%2 YERTH
Agol & Y 2 BEFEE 2ole A9 R



68 BIEX|AAlE|MENELE| X H16R 28 2005

Table 5. Participation of learning organizations

Unit : %(n)
Category No membership  Just registered Active Total
Total 87.3 4.8 7.8 100.0(1,320)
Region Eup 87.0 5.5 7.5 100.0( 454)
Myeon 87.5 4.5 8.0 100.0( 866)
Sex male 838.0 49 71 100.0( 700)
female 86.5 50 8.5 100.0( 621)
39 or below . 81.9 10.8 72 100.0( 83)
4049 724 9.2 184 100.0( 239)
Age 50-59 80.8 6.2 13.0 100.0( 276)
60-69 93.1 29 4.1 100.0( 418)
70 or over 98.0 1.6 03 100.0( 305)
no 96.5 25 0.9 100.0( 317)
. elemen 90.1 33 6.7 100.0( 553
Education micdle 803 69 12.8 1oo.o§ 218;
high and over 75.1 9.9 15.0 100.0( 233)
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Table 6. Rural residents’ participation in voluntary organizations

Unit : %(n)
Category No membership Just registered Active Total

Total 94.7 1.9 35 100.0(1,728)
Region Eup 93.6 1.8 4.6 100.0( 657)
Myeon 953 19 2.8 100.0(1,071)
Type non-farm 94.0 2.0 4.0 100.0( 398)
farm 95.0 1.8 32 100.0(1,329)
Sex male 93.7 1.8 4.5 100.0( 844)
female 95.7 1.8 2.5 100.0( 883)
39 or below 94.3 1.4 43 100.0( 141)
40-49 90.0 34 6.5 100.0( 321)
Age 50-59 91.3 38 49 100.0( 345)
60-69 96.6 0.6 2.8 100.0( 495)
70 or below 99.1 0.7 0.2 100.0( 425)
no 99.1 0.5 05 100.0( 436)
. element 96.2 1.3 2.5 100.0( 639
Education middily 93.0 14 56 100.02 284;
high and over 88.6 4.6 6.8 100.0( 367)
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Table 7. Rural residents’ participation in religious groups
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Unit : %(n)
Category No membership Just registered Active Total

Total 79.4 10.1 10.5 100.0(1,742)
Region Eup 74.4 130 12.7 100.0( 655)
Myeon 825 84 9.1 100.0(1,087)
Type non-farm 78.7 9.9 114 100.0( 404)
farm 79.7 10.2 10.2 100.0(1,338)
Sex male 80.7 10.0 9.3 100.0( 849)
female 78.3 10.2 114 100.0( 891)
39 or below 75.7 12.9 114 100.0( 140)
40-49 78.8 8.6 12.6 100.0( 326)
Age 50-59 74.8 12.6 12.6 100.0( 349)
60-69 81.5 9.3 9.3 100.0( 497)
70 or over 82.6 9.5 79 100.0( 430)
no 86.8 8.2 50 100.0( 440)
. element 79.6 9.6 10.7 100.0( 643
Education middlczry 759 143 9.8 1oo.o§ 286;
high or over 73.0 10.2 16.8 100.0( 374)
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Table 8. Participation of civic organization

2 AUFHoE 2N §FHAEE EUT 40
e} s50t)e] H= HEEulgo] el dzdlol] uls)
T4 g3ton, o] 5245 /1y A2 &
T Hl-go] =34t} o)AL Sundeen(1988)7} Wilson
7} Musick(1997)9] A9} X9 AHE Bol|xn
Atk

ARIEA] 852 A7 2 7t Bl
7T FAFFHA 5L dte AeE Jgys
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Unit : %(n)
Category No membership  Just registered Active Total
Total 93.3 2.8 39 100.0(1,728)
Region Eup 92.9 2.6 44 100.0( 652)
Myeon 93.5 29 3.6 100.0(1,076)
non-farm 94.2 23 35 100.0( 397)
Type farm 93.0 2.9 4.1 100.0(1,331)
Sex male 9.7 30 4.3 100.0( 840)
female 93.8 2.6 3.6 100.0( 888)
39 or below 94.3 2.1 3.6 100.0( 140)
40-49 87.1 6.2 6.8 100.0( 325)
Age © 50-59 89.8 2.6 7.6 100.0( 342)
60-69 96.3 1.4 22 100.0( 493)
70t or over 972 1.9 9 100.0( 427)
no 98.4 0.9 0.7 100.0( 436)
. elemen 94.7 22 31 100.0( 644)
Education middltzry 87.2 50 7.8 100.0( 282)
_high or over 89.3 4.4 6.3 100.0( 366)
Table 9. Participation of political parties
Unit : %(n)
Category No membership Just registered Active Total
Total 90.2 6.7 31 100.0(1,692)
Region Eup 88.4 79 3.6 100.0( 632)
Myeon 91.3 59 2.7 100.0(1,060)
Type non-farm 93.6 3.1 33 100.0( 390)
farm 89.3 7.7 3.0 100.0(1,300)
Sex male 87.6 8.2 4.2 100.0( 817)
female 927 5.1 22 100.0( 875)
39 or below 91.0 8.3 0.8 100.0( 133)
40-49 89.2 73 35 100.0( 315)
Age 50-59 85.2 8.6 6.2 100.0( 337)
60-69 89.9 7.0 3.1 100.0( 48%5)
70 or over 95.5 3.6 1.0 100.0( 420)
no 95.2 32 1.6 100.0( 434)
. elemen 89.8 72 30 100.0( 625)
Education middizry 84.3 9.3 6.4 100.0( 280)
high or over 90.1 7.7 2.3 100.0( 352)
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Table 10. Rural residnets’ attitude to women's political parties participation

Unit : %(n)
Category Agree Not agree Total

Total 773 227 100.0(1,821)
Rogicn Eup 84.4 156 100.0( 681)
Myeon 73.1 26.9 100.0(1,140)
non-farm 81.4 18.6 100.0( 415)
Type farm 76.1 239 : 100.0(1,407)
Sox male 735 26.5 100.0( 882)
female 80.9 19.1 100.0( 940)
39 or below 90.9 9.1 100.0( 143)
40-49 85.3 147 100.0( 346)
Age 50-59 79.5 20.5 100.0( 365)
60-69 74.6 25.4 100.0( 528)
70 or over 68.0 32.0 100.0( 441)
1o 70.6 294 100.0( 449)
_ element 75.8 24.2 100.0( 677)
Education middle 773 27 100.0( 304)
high or over 87.7 12.3 100.0( 391)
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