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A Study on Farmer’s Requisition on Welfare Policy
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study is to seek measures to increase the quality of farmers
lives by considering the results of a survey on the welfare demand for them when setting
up policy. The results are as follows:

First, though many concerns and policies to control the rural exodus have been exerted
in terms of maintaining agricultural communities, which is one of critical components for
the development of Korean agriculture and farming villages, the rural exodus became
more and more serious. It is urgently required, therefore, for the Korean administration to
correspond actively to the reasons why farmers depart their villages, such as bad
prospects, low incomes or problems with their children’s education. Second, as the
number of females who take part in farming has increased, it is necessary to reform the
rural educational environment. In addition, as the agricultural community develops, and
other industries flow in, the greater the worries about crime, and consequently, it is
necessary to equip a local safety system, share information on job opportunities, and
provide educational opportunities. Third, since rural districts may have financial
difficulties because of old-aged and small-sized farmhouse, it is necessary to mainly
support the welfare of the aged and lower-income farmers, considering the characteristics
of each group and area. Fourth, over half of the farmers responded that they cannot bear
to pay the national pension and health insurance premiums, and therefore it should be
considered to reduce the pension and premium, or to readjust the insurance value
appropriate to the level of the farmer’s income. Fifth, despite a number of agricultural
policies now in place, farmers desire a policy which can promise a prosperous vision for
Korean agriculture and the facilities needed for education and health. It is mecessary for
the administration to set up policies that are characterized by locality with the view that
farmers are not mere recipients, but participants in the policies.
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Table 1. Outline of budget to improve the welfare of farmer and fisher

(Unit : 100 million won)

2003 Budget 2004 Budget .
- Difference
Name of business Total National Local Total National Local B-A)
(A) support support (B) support  support
I for f: d 1,360 2,944
mprovement of welfare for farmer an 1220 140 2834 110 1,584
fisher (5.8) (1nn
: : :
Stable income and development of income i i i 1518 1518 i 1219
source
Pension system for farmer and fisher 760 760 - 797 797 - 37
Medlcal. .serylce in farming and fishing 378 73 105 39 280 110 14
communities
Financing education fee for college student 67 67 - 46 46 - A21
Buxlldmg pubh(':' library in farming and 3 3 15 120 120 i 0
fishing communities v
Supporting traffic network for back lands
64 - 5 - N6

and deserted islands 64 58 8
Job training for farmer and fisher 13 13 - 13 13 - -

Source : Outline of Budget of Agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 2004
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Table 2. 2004 Budget of special treatment tax for farming and fishing communities(Plan)

(Unit : 100 million won)

Division 2003 budget(A)

Compilation of 2004
budget (B)

Difference (B-A) %

Special treatment tax for farming

and fishing communities 1,032

7,297 6,265 607.1
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Table 3. Reforming measure on welfare for residents in farming and fishing community in 2004

Category Reforming device

Content

o National pension

- Increasing support annually till 2008
* Supporting 14,800 won, half of pension of tenth degree from second half of 2004

o Health insurance
Finance __premium

* Increasing support annually till 2006(22%—50%)

o Secure national

basic life property .

* Lowering the evaluation of income and the evaluating criteria on value of

= Raising Korean

- Supporting quality-inspection expense for farmhouses that culture, distribute or

hurb industry treat the raw materials of herb remedy
o Reinforcing health
and clinic infras + Building local strongpoint hospital
and health increasing  + Financing 168.6 billion won to 608 medical facilities clinics till 2003
business .
Health « For_the aged : -Planning to build sanatoriums in 30 Kun districts which has no
& one as of 2003, with a goal to satisfy 75% of long-term recuperation demands
welfare in farming and fishing community
service -Adapting primarily “the Public Recuperation Secure System For the Aged” which

« Reinforcing social is being propelled to introduce in 2007 to farming and fishing community when

welfare service

carried on step by step

- For_women : -Supporting the salary of a babysitter and cook and vehicle

management expense for kindergartens in farming and fishing community
-Building primarily in farming and fishing community when increasing the number
of national or public kindergarten

Source : Health White Paper in 2003, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Korea 2003 Rearranged for the study.

. A5EH

1 ZAlgY

B zAlE AF 887) AIE 18770 e 1,870
7 dideg 20033 11910958 11923Y
7R 2% AR ANEAT 2 T sEAF
g A FAA 1,3298 TS FEIS 24
sttt 2ARS R FHE 2L A B

HA7E WEsel 1 7h7e APFUY F2E O

Fo 2 MHEAE Mgk oz JYHA

2. AEXe| Y 2oy

B d7E 20039 F2AERNERAN F 5Y
Atk tigez dgon e AEE Aae A
A 9gd F AR A2 Yeror checking)
4 AA A - BT AR Ay 2 £4
& 3 SPSS WIN 100 T2 1L o]&3ta ¥
- THSEHE A

Table 4. Intention to continue to live in country and reason to leave

(%)
) Answer .
Question Question Reason Frequency
Yes No
+ Inconvenient living environment 22
D + Education for children 23.6
,O. you Why do -

willing to 1 + Low income 30.2
continue to 862 138 youo:rave - Dark future 37.9
live in vii,lage" « Inconvenient culture environment 1.1
country? ' + Separated family due to children living in city 38

+ Others

1.1
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Table 5. Evaluation and satisfaction on rural district

(%)
Division Yes No Division Satisfied Unsatisfied
* Healthy environment 90.6 94 * Living environment 59.8 40.2
* Good environment to . . .
raise children 435 56.5 Educational environment  23.9 76.1
| ouong communily g5 25 - Converient traffic lne 344 65.6
Recognition ___MeM p Satisfaction
on value of . ¢ ire from crime 593 407 | 00 coumty Waste and enviromment 0, gy g
country life matters
* Lower living expense 749 25.1 * Medical matter 31.7 '68.3
. + Facilities of culture,
Hard to get job 778 222 Excercise and 1 10.2 89.8
* Bored life 559 441 -
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Table 6. Services for the welfare of rural elders that need administrative support

(%)
Division Frequency Division Frequency
* Supporting medical fee 335 * Leasure facility 24.4
* Supporting educational 10.4 « Job opportunity 129
expense
* Raising children 33 * Indoor welfare service 15.2
Welfare needed | . * Enlarging service of
administrative Supporting elders 211 Rural elders welfare facility 137
support ) - - Enlarging the support of
* Enlarging welfare facility 229 cash like traffic fee 335
* Enlarging culture and 82 - Others 04

leasure facility

« Others 0.6
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Table 7. Payment of national pension and health insurance premium

(%)
Division Frequency Division Frequency
* Unbearable compared * Unbearable compared
o 513 . 74.0
with income with Income
National - Health insurance N
. * Appropriate 254 ] * Appropriate 203
pension premium
* Bearable compared with 233 * Bearable compared with 57
income ’ income ’
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Table 8. Agricultural policies farmers require
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Table 9. Agricultural policies farmers require, the welfare needed administrative support and rural elders that
need administrative support according to the gender

95% Confidence interval of the

t df  sig Mean Difference difference
lower upper
A lici
gricultural policies farmers o6 1311 sas 7.80E-02 -3305 1745
require
Th If: eeded
c. ‘.”e a're " -2.573 1319 .010 -2073 -.3653 -4.93E-02
administrative support
Rural elders
That need administrative 140 1322 .888 1.242E-02 -.1611 .1859
support
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