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An Analytic Study
on the History of Natural Number Concept

Graduate School, Seoul National University Jung-Hwa Ko

Natural numbers have not yet been studied adequately on the aspect of its historical

development in spite of its mathematical and educational importance. This article
studied the historical development of natural number concept, that is, its historical
meaning in the mathematical development process and influence of cultural and social
element in relation with way of understanding number. From these examinations, we

identified some characteristics in the history of natural number concept.
Key words : natural number, history of natural number, unit, number and quantity
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