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Paleolithic industry of the Noeun-dong site in Daejeon,
Korea

Han, Chang-gyun

The Noeun-dong Paleolithic site located at the construction area of Daejeon World Cup
Stadium, has been excavated two times between 1998 and 1999. The site is situated at 60-
75m above sea level on a gentle slope. According to the absolute dating results and the
geological evidences obtained from the Upper Pleistocene deposits, the Paleolithic
industry discovered from the Noeun-dong site can be divided into four stages: Stage 4
should be attributed to the late Middle Paleolithic Age, Stage 3 to the Middle/Upper
Paleolithic Age, Stage 2 to the early Upper Paleolithic Age, and Stage 1 to the late Upper
Paleolithic Age. Among these four stages, most of the artefacts were revealed from Stage 1,
characterized by the presence of the brown or pale brown soils.

The lithic industry representing Stage 1 has been excavated at the locality 3 between
15,000 and 10,000 bp. Raw materials are composed of hornfels, quartz, andesite,
quartzite, micrographic granite, quartz-feldspar porphyry, aplite, tuff, etc. Hornfels
(70.5%) and quartz (23.4%) were used as main raw materials. Blades and micro-blades
are usually made of hornfels. Cores, unretouched flakes and debris, retouched tools such
as scrapers, endscrapers, burins, notch and denticulates, borer, chopper, and fragments of
a polyhedron and a pebble were unearthed from the locality 3. Especially the artefacts of
the locality 3 are represented by several types of burins made on truncation or transverse
break. Judging from the archaeological evidences, the locality 3 that shows the very high
ratio of small and light stone tools may be interpreted as a spot, occupied for a short
period relatively.

[Key words] Paleolithic industry, Raw material, Products of flaking, Human activities
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