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Trends of Ceramic Industry in the Gyeonggi
Province During the Goryeo Period

Chang Nam-won(Curator, Ewha Womans University Museum)

Gaegyeong(Fiix), the capital of the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392), acted as the hub for
producing various potteries for the royal family, governmental offices, temples, and
markets in the Gyeonggi and Hwanghae Provineces where consumptions were highly
concentrated.

Gyeonggi Province was the very first place forthe porcelain to be produced in Korea. The
size and structure of factories, materials of porcelain, and firing techniques were adopted
from southern China’ s Yue-yao(#/28) style brick kilns, where Chinese techniques were
directly transferred to Korea. However, Goryeo kilns differ from Yue-yao style kilns in a
sense that they produced both celadon and white porcelain.

In the beginning when industrial units of kilns began to produce celadon, they were
either built in the same regions as kilns that produced stonewares or they were newly
introduced in the areas that only produced stonewares to later substitute them into
producing solely celadon.

In this time of chaos, it became inevitable to build a consistent porcelain production
system. Therefore, the production of celadon was strictly under the government’ s control
for the smooth production of wares. The fact that industrial units of kilns near the
Gaegyeong area produced consistent quality porcelain of similar shapes proves that these
factories were under the direct control of the government.

It is noteworthy that these early brick kilns produced ritual vessels for the royal family,
and there are kiln sites that seem to have co-existed with So and Bugok. In addition, there
are evidences of organizations of governmental offices that are related to kiln productions
for the government.

When the main production line of Goryeo celadon moved away to Gangjin(j#i), kilns
in the Gyeonggi Province began to switch their products from ritual vessels only for the
royal family to more general items in order to satisfy the high demands for the public in
the nearby area. However, though the kilns in Gangjin actively produced celadon, it
appears that traditional factories in the Gyeonggi Province still produced ritual vessels for
the royal family for a while. This fact contributed much to the understanding of the history
and characteristics of the Goryeo kiln production.

In the meantime, the existence of demands for many celadon and trends of excavated
porcelain in the Gyeonggi Province shows the infinite possibility that there must have
been more kilns in the Gaegyeong area that operated until the mid-Goryeo period.

(Key Word) Gyeonggi(i=#), Gaegyeong(Bis), Brick Kilns(1#5t55), So(fir), Ritual vessels(4:25).
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