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An anthropological study on the succession
to the throne among descendents in the daughter’s line

during early ancient Shilla period

Sung, Tae-kyu

Scholars have been discussed about Korean Family History till now, however it is very
doubtful that the maternal mother’s family was disregarded. Perhaps, the stem of Korean
family is a patrilineal society so that the maternal mother’s family was disregarded. The
writer insists that basically Korean society is patrilineal society. As a consequence, due to
the existence of the maternal mother’s family, Korean society has been maintained the
patrilineal society. Among political, social, and economical changes, a patrilineal society
had been adapted realistically one of the mechanisms of understanding the existence of
the maternal mother’s family. Also this is the main idea of this article.

If we consider that Shilla society is the “powerful” patrilineal society, as a result, the
succession to the throne to son-in-law including Talhae is no wonder. But, a succession to
the throne to son-in-law is in place of wife, so a husband merely took the place of wife’s
throne in the male dominated society. Therefore, the husband who took over the wife’s the
succession to the throne can not be given the crown to his own child. And yet, descendents
in daughter’s line can take over the crown who doesn’t have his own child. Through this
theory, the succession to the throne was handed down from Park family to Seok Family
and again to Kim Family. That is to say that “No son, the crown will be given to
grandchild-in-law.” According to the simple genealogical succession theory, the throne is
handed down from Park family, to Seok family and again from Seok family to Kim family.
This article analyzes the succession to the throne according to the theory as stated above.
Even if the historical facts were cooked up in Samguksagi and Samgukyusa, we still
understand the rule of descent in Koryo period. The matters of the maternal mother’s
family and descendents hold an important position in the Korean rules of descent.

[key word] mother’ maiden family, grandchild of daughter, descent, succession to the
throne
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