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Policy Network Analysis on the Legislation Process
of Internet Contents Regulation

Song, Sung-Soo and Kwon, Gi-Chang

ABSTRACT

This article examines the legislation process of internet contents
regulation through three phases from a policy network point of
view. In the first phase, heated debates were initiated during the
public hearings after the Ministy of Information &
Communications announced its plan to introduce the internet
contents grading system. During the second phase, bills were
submitted to the Standing Committee of the National Assembly,
where the bills were deliberated, passed, and promulgated. In the
third phase, issues on enforcement ordinance were resolved as the
degree of conflict was mitigated. Policy network during the first
phase started in a conflicing and distributed form, but has
evolved into a conflicting and centralized form The appropriate
closure of the debate on the internet contents regulation can be
explained by the structure of governmental departments, the
character of new technology, and the mobilization of general
public.
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